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CUSTOMS RULES CHANGE 1ST JANUARY 2022. ARE YOU READY?
Full customs controls will be introduced as planned on 1 January 2
 022
Full customs declarations and controls are due to be introduced as planned on 1 J
 anuary
2022. This means that the option to delay your customs declarations for up to 175 days,
without an authorisation from HMRC, is coming to an end on 31 December. If you’re already
making full import declarations, or if you’ve started submitting supplementary declarations,
you’re well prepared.
If you’ve not made any declarations to HMRC for goods you’ve moved from the EU since
January 2021, you need to start preparing now for this change.
This document explains the steps you need to take to prepare including completing your
supplementary declarations and paying any duties owed.

If you have moved goods or intend to move goods from the EU to GB during
2021:
You must make customs declarations for these goods.
Most businesses use third-party agents or intermediaries, like customs agents, freight
forwarding companies and fast parcel operators, to deal with customs processes including
completing customs declarations.
If you are using one of these third-party agents or intermediaries, you should have agreed
with them who will make the declaration.

If you are importing any non-controlled goods from EU free circulation to GB
free circulation during 2021:
EU free circulation goods have been produced/manufactured in the EU or have been
declared to customs and customs duties paid. GB free circulation goods have been
imported with the intention of paying the customs duties straight away.
You can choose to make a full declaration at the time the goods arrive into Great Britain
(GB) or delay your declarations. You cannot use delayed declarations if you are importing
controlled goods or the goods are not going into free circulation.
If you choose to delay your declaration, you’ll need to enter the goods in your records
(known as an entry in declarants’ records or EIDR) and then provide full details in a
supplementary declaration. You need to do this no later than 175 calendar days after
the goods are entered in your records or the date your goods arrived in GB whichever
is sooner. For example, if you imported goods on 29 April 2021, you must submit your
supplementary declaration before 21 October 2021.
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To help you make your declarations on time you can use the personal supplementary
declaration planner which sets out the key actions you or your customs intermediary need
to take. It’s available to download at www.gov.uk/hmrc/brexit-resources.
If you have chosen to delay your declarations this means you will also delay paying any
customs duty and import VAT (unless you’re VAT registered). Find out more at www.gov.
uk/topic/business-tax/vat.

Submitting your supplementary declarations:
You must submit your supplementary import declaration no later than 175 calendar days of
the date the goods were entered in your records or arrived in GB whichever is sooner.
If you are not using an intermediary to do this for you then you’ll need to prepare to make
your supplementary declaration and make sure you have the correct authorisations and
systems to submit your declarations. These can take up to 60 days. Authorisations can
make customs easier and cheaper for your business.
You will need to submit your declarations electronically using the Customs Handling of
Import and Export Freight system (CHIEF) or the Customs Declaration Service (CDS).
You’ll need to have access to a duty deferment account (DDA) to submit your first
supplementary declarations. It works like a credit account where you pay HMRC duties
accrued on imports via monthly Direct Debit, instead of paying for individual consignments
immediately at import, or when released into free circulation or from an excise warehouse.
Sending HMRC your supplementary declaration is your legal obligation as an importer.

From 1 January 2022:
From 1 January 2
 022, when full customs controls are introduced, the option to delay
declarations without an authorisation from HMRC will no longer apply. You will need to
choose to make full customs declarations when you import goods or to be authorised to
make simplified declarations. You may want to use an intermediary to help you, but if you
choose to make your own customs declarations you will need to start preparing now.
Your goods may not be allowed to travel to the UK if you have not made a customs
declaration.

Get In Touch
If you have questions, would like support in preparing for the required processes and
declarations needed or would like to speak to a member of our dedicated in-house
customs team, please call 01268 243610 or email info@brunelshipping.co.uk.
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